SCEPTICS DISARMED                            85
The * 'banquet" over, Shaftesbury requited Dick Fisher
for his pains, at the same time procuring from him change
in pennies for a half-sovereign. Then, the youngsters passing
by in single file, the "Good Earl" gave to each the promised
coin. As the last received his prize, there arose a roar of
thanks, and for several minutes shouts of joy filled the air.
This over, both Shaftesbury and Barnardo addressed a
few words to the boys, promising further help. Then, after
much urging, the lads returned to their lairs.
It was now 3 a.m., and Barnardo, being within walking
distance of his "digs'5, did not join the others in their
Westward course. But before the cabs started Shaftesbury
called him aside, and spoke to him as a father might speak
to a son. Placing his hand on the youth's shoulder, this
veteran apologized that he, or any of his guests, should have
doubted the veracity of his statements. But now the truth
was established; and sad as the revelation had been he
was glad the facts were known. "Public opinion alone", he
exclaimed, "can cure this ghastly ill ... I will see that all
London knows of what we experienced to-night."
Then, in intimate tones: "I thank God, sir, for your work!
These children must be saved from the horrors of their
lot! ... You hope to go as a missionary to China. That is
a noble ambition; God needs many labourers in China.
But pray earnestly over the events of this night. It may be
that God is calling you to labour as His chosen missionary
among the homeless children of this Metropolis!"
These words spoken, Shaftesbury clasped Barnardo's
hand, and gripping it tightly, added: "God bless you and
lead you, young man!" Then, turning away, he joined his
guests. A minute later the cabs were dashing Westward.
To appraise the significance of that night is impossible.
If Jim Jarvis was the emissary of the underworld who
revealed to Barnardo the challenge of his life-work, Lord
Shaftesbury was the emissary of God who inspired him to
attempt great things as a missionary to the slums.